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Party
Like it’s 1299

Go ahead &

at the 9th annual

Janesville Renaissance Faire
By Erica Pennington

epennington@beloitdailynews.com

Olde world customs, activities and entertainment 
will greet those who visit the Janesville Renaissance 
Faire May 17-18.

Held at Traxler Park for the past nine years, pro-
ceeds from the event support local organizations and 
finance scholarships for area high school students. 

“Project 16:49 and the Golden K Kiwanis are a 
couple of the groups we help with donations, plus 
we also do a food drive for ECHO,” said Chris Last.

Last, his wife, Heather, and their friends Shelly 
and Rick Kakouris operate the Janesville Renais-
sance Faire as a non-profit.

Together they, with the help of a handful of volun-
teers, work for many months to plan and execute the 
family-friendly event. 

“Last year we hit over $50,000 raised for our 
scholarships and also donations,” Chris said. “We 
work to make the faire fun for everyone.”

Employees at the Bristol Renaissance Faire for 
many years, Chris, Heather, Shelly and Rick each 
have connections to performers and vendors.

As such, the couples work tirelessly to provide 
a strong lineup of entertainment for the Janesville 
Renaissance Faire.

“Janesville is where we’re from and there’s really 
not anything else in the area like this,” Chris said. 
“You don’t have to drive far away to have a good 
time.” 

During the Janesville Renaissance Faire visitors 
can expect to see everything from falconers to sword 
fighters, dancers and perhaps even a few pirates 
stumbling along. 

Around 30 vendors and local artisans are con-
firmed to be at the park on each day, offering up 
their wares. There will also be a variety of tempting 
treats to please both the young and old.  

Over 200 performers, dressed in full garb and 
living as their characters from the Renaissance, are 
expected to attend and interact with visitors.

“The faire is a wonderful entertainment and edu-
cational opportunity,” Chris said. “People are going 
to learn, but also have a lot of fun doing it — it’s 
kind of like a carnival mixed with a living history 
museum.”
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The Janesville Renaissance Faire is to feature a variety of activities and entertainment options the 
weekend of May 17-18. Held annually at Traxler Park as a non-profit event, the faire supports com-
munity organizations and also funds student scholarships. 

Want to go? 
Where? Traxler Park, Janesville
 Located at the corner 
 of N. Parker Dr. and
 E. Memorial Drive

What time? 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
                    on May 17 & 18
 
How much? Admission is $7 
for adults, or $6 with the dona-
tion of a non-perishable food 
item. Children 5-12 may enter 
for $5, and kids under age 5 are 
free. Adult weekend passes are 
also available for $10. 

Step ‘N Out
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